MODERN TRAVANCOBE
in which cruder fuel oil including garage waste oils, are also rectified. The semi-commercial stage not only paid for the entire experimental work and its attendant failures but also left a fair margin of profit. The present stage yields a profit to the University and aiso enables the Government departments concerned to make a saving on their running stock.
Mesothorium concentrates produced from the Monozite sand of Travancore have given encouraging results as sources of luminous paints and the preparation of these compounds and of Thorium Nitrate and Cerium Nitrate is now being carried on as a project with a view to collecting manufacturing data.
The Industrial Research Laboratory has worked out a formula for the dilution of, Sulphuric Acid for use as a coagulent for rubber latex. Immediately after the declaration of war, the price of formic acid and acetic acid which were used as coagulents for rubber latex rose very high. Sulphuric acid had been used in Malaya in the past, but its corrosive nature and its hygroscopic character and, therefore, its changing composition led to its replacement by other more costly coagulents. As a result of the work done in the Industrial Kesearch Laboratory in the Institute, an optimum dilution has been obtained at which this acid is not difficult or dangerous to handle and remains unaltered in the presence of moisture, so that planters can use it according to a prescribed formula which need not be varied. Another piece of interesting work is the manufacture of cocoanut shell charcoal in a small-size pit, which can be managed by a single person. This has been studied and the conditions of charcoaling so standardised that it can be carried on as a cottage industry,
It is well known that paddy is the staple article of food in the State which, however, has to depend on foreign countries for this article of food. The Institute has, therefore, done well to devote its attention to it. The selection of